
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-087

NPDES NO. CA0028525

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CRITERION CATALYST COMPANY
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The Criterion Catalyst Company, henceforth called the Discharger,
submitted an NPDES application (Report of Waste Discharge) dated
September 20, 1990, for the reissuance of NPDES Permit No. CA0028525.

2. The discharge of wastewater from these facilities is currently regulated by
Waste Discharge Requirements contained in Order No. 86-18, adopted by
the Board on March 27, 1986.

3. The Discharger manufactures catalysts for the petroleum and
petrochemical industries. The discharger uses non-contact cooling water
to cool the outside of rotary kilns used to dry two different catalyst
products. The cooling water is recirculated through two package cooling
towers, one for each product area. There is a continuous blowdown from
the two towers. Waste 001, the blowdown from the hydrotreater catalyst
product, is discharged year-round and averages 26,500 GPD. Waste 002, the
blowdown from the other catalyst product, is discharged about 6 months a
year and averages 7,200 GPD. The combined discharge, along with some
stormwater runoff, flows through an unlined ditch into a canal tributary
to Suisun Bay. No additives are used in the cooling water, though some
acetic acid is added near the compliance point to assure compliance with
the pH requirement.

4. The Board adopted a Revised Water Quality Control Plan for the San
Francisco Bay Basin (Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986, and the State
Water Resources Control Board approved it on May 21, 1987. The
provisions of this permit are consistent with the revised Basin Plan.
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